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one might ask the question, whether they as it were share
the burthen ; or perhaps it is not that, but their presence
being agreeable, and the idea of condolence, make the pain
less. Whether then they feel lightened from this or any
.other cause, we may omit to consider; but what we stated
seems to be the fact.

4. But the presence of them seems in a manner to cause
a mixed feeling ; for the fact of seeing friends is pleasant,
and particularly to one in misfortune, and it becomes a kind
of assistance to hinder pain : since a friend is consolatory
both in look and in words, if he manages well j for he knows
the character of the other, and what things give him plea-
.sure and pain. But to perceive his friend feeling pain at
his own misfortunes is painful $ for every one avoids being
the cause of pain to his friends. Wherefore those who are
of a manly disposition, guard against letting their friends
share their pain ; and unless a, person is himself excessively
devoid of pain, he cannot endure that his friends should feel
pain [on his account]: nor does he at all call in fellow-
mourners, because he is not given to mourning himself. Bat
women and womanish men delight in having people to
mourn with them, and love them as friends and partners in
affliction. But in every case we ought of course to imitate
the best,

5,  The  presence  of   friends   in   prosperity  produces  an
agreeable mode of passing the time, and the consciousness
that the friends are feeling pleasure at our good.    Wherefore
it would seem that we ought to invite friends to our pros-
perity eagerly ; for it is an honourable thing to be benevolent:
but to adversity, with  reluctance j for we ought to impart
our misfortunes as little as possible: whence is the saying,

I am enough to mourn.

A person should call them in mostly, when they may render
him great assistance, with a little trouble*

6.  He should go perhaps on the contrary to those who are
in misfortune, without being called hi and eagerly.   For it

becomes a friend to confer benefits,, and particularly upon